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have during the last half century entered into the world
community. Western goods as well as ideas have
reached very remote villages. The conomic and
political pressure of the Western powers is the prime
factor in the present change of Chinese culture. In
this connection, one can ask what understanding of
these changes and of the external forces causing them
can be gained by a field investigation in a small area,
such as a village.

It is obvious that the investigator in the village cannot
analyse the outside forces in their wide perspective.
For instance, thfc decline of the price of native silk in
the world market as a result of the world economic
depression and of the technical improvement of the
silk industry in general, has produced such effects in the
village as deficiency in the family budget, shortage of
food, postponement of marriage and the partial break-
down of the domestic industry. The field investigator
in this case must record as fully as possible the forces
that affect village life but he will of course leave the
further analysis of these forces themselves to other
sicences. He will take these facts for granted and limit
himself to tracing the effects which can be directly
observed in the life of the village.

Generalizations made from such an intensive study
of a small social unit may not be applicable to other
units. But they can be used as hypotheses and as
comparative material for further investigation in other
fields. This is the soundest way to obtain really
scientific gei&ralizations.

2. GEOGRAPHICAL FOUNDATION

The village chosen for my investigation is called
Kaihsienkung, locally pronounced kejiug'on* It is